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REE: BONN 02060 

1 . EEDERAL MINISTRY OE TRANSPORT AVIATION OFFICIAL 
NIESTER INEORMED THE EMBASSY TODAY, FEBRUARY 1 1, THAT 
CLEARANCE FOR TWO FRG-ORIGIN SHORT-TERM ABC FLIGHTS, 
SCHEDULED TO DEPART FROM A GERMAN AIRPORT FEBRUARY 21 
WITH 400 GERMAN PASSENGERS TO THE USA, REPORTEDLY HAS 
BEEN TURNED DOWN BY THE CAB DUE TO LACK OF FORMAL 
IMPLEMENTATION OE THE EXPANDED MEMORANDUM OE UNDERSTAND- 
ING.. THE ELIGHTS ARE TO BE OPERATED BY KLM 

DUE TO LACK OE GERMAN EQUIPMENT AVAILABILITY ON THAT 
DATE. NIESTER EMPHASIZED THAT WHILE NORMALLY HIS 
MINISTRY WOULD NOT INTERVENE ON BEHALE OF A THIRD 
COUNTRY CARRIER, HE FELT THAT THE INTERESTS OF THE 
GERMAN TRAVELING PUBLIC WERE OVERRIDING IN THIS PARTI- 
CULAR CASE. IN ADDITION, THE GERMAN TRAVEL AGENCY 
INVOLVED HAD ACTED IN GOOD EAITH UNDER FRG REGULATIONS 
PUBLISHED LAST OCTOBER. 

2. NIESTER SAID THAT HE WOULD APPRECIATE ANYTHING THE 
DEPARTMENT COULD DO TO ASSIST IN BRINGING ABOUT A 
REVIEW OF THE CAB'S DECISION IF, IN FACT, THE FLIGHT 
CLEARANCE HAD BEEN TURNED DOWN. 
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3. NIESTER'S REQUEST IS IN LINE WITH THE ERG ATTITUDE 
REPORTED IN PARA 2 OE REETEL. THE EMBASSY WOULD APPRE- 
CIATE THE DEPARTMENT'S COMMENTS SOONEST. 

HILLENBRAND 
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